. But in that excellent paper, the character of the work in which was prophetic of his future distinction and practical sagacity, Savory gave what was, till then, the best account of his subject; and it is on many points correct, with little modification now, as one would expect in the case of accurate anatomical observation.
The technique of microscopical investigation has, however, in some respects improved since he wrote, and modern staining methods in a rising scale of animals afford a more satisfactory view of both the structure and indicated function of the musculature and connections of the conditions in question, than can otherwise be obtained.
In investigating the matter, I have done so in the fish, the bird, the mammal, and to a certain extent in man ; but the size of the human heart, and the necessary precedence of death for a considerable period before examination is possible, render the section and staining of material more difficult in him.
Savory, summarising his work, states (Joe. cit.) that he had attempted to explain " the real connection that exists between the auricles and ventricles, and their relation to the fibrous rings; the formation of the grooves in which the coronary vessels lie; the nature and mode of formation of the tendinous festooned rings surrounding the arterial orifices; the exact connection existing between the semi-lunar valves and the upper border of the ventricles upon which a portion of the valves rests, and by which they are supported ; the different tissues entering into the formation of the arterial and auriculoventricular orifice, and the construction of the anterior mitral valve."
In his " real connection " between the auricles and ventricles he did not, of course, show muscular continuity between the chambers, although some of his illustrations which are diagrammatic appear to do so, but the passage of auricular muscle into the valve flaps, especially into the aortic cusp of the mitral valve, and the relation of the auricle to the aorta itself.
He also did not concern himself with the character and relations of the auricular musculature, which plays so important a part in the cardiac mechanism of the circulation through the heart, at the inlets to that organ. Everything bearing upon the structure and mechanism of the great systemic arterial outlet is important. This orifice is, so to speak, the muzzle of the arterial gun, and former writers (Pettigrew, Ouain, etc.) 
